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Ian Richardson
Former access development offi cer 
Northamptonshire County Council 
and Connect2 project offi cer.

Ways through 
Waterside

It’s just over a year since Sustrans’ Connect2 won the TV vote to 
bring £50million from the Big Lottery Fund to 79 communities 
across the UK to create networks for everyday journeys for people 
travelling by foot or bike and with a buggy or a wheelchair.

The ‘Ways through Waterside’ 
project is one of these and 
work has begun on the 

ground with the start of the New 
Year. 

During the TV battle for the 
millions, Sustrans Connect2 
competed with proposals from the 
Black Country Consortium, the Eden 
Project, and Sherwood Forest.

The four projects had a week of 

TV exposure in December 2007, 
swiftly followed by a public vote 
over the following weekend.

Sustrans Connect2 won by a large 
majority – probably because it was 
the only project which delivered 
local benefi ts across the UK 
involving local communities in each 
of the 79 locations. 

The anticipated cost of the 
Ways through Waterside scheme 

in Northampton is £2million, with 
£1million coming from the Big 
Lottery Fund as part of Sustrans 
Connect2, and the remaining funding 
coming from other sources including 
the contribution of £400,000 
from the West Northamptonshire 
Development Corporation, £100,000 
from East Midlands Development 
Agency and a new bridge valued at 
half a million pounds to be delivered 
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“The project aims to be a local 
embodiment of green infrastructure as 
promoted by the work of the River Nene 
Regional Park and its partners”

via the town’s borough council.
The lottery award will join the 

locally sourced match-funding 
to transform local travel in 79 
communities throughout the UK 
– changing the lives of six million 
people who live within a mile of 
a scheme. 

Over the next fi ve years, nearly 
£30 million a year will be invested 
in creating these local walking and 
cycling networks from Devon to 
Perthshire. 

Ways through Waterside
The catalyst for focusing on 
the project was the ‘Waterside 
Masterplan’ for Northampton. It is 
a key inter agency document that 

looks at the potential for the canal 
and River Nene corridors and their 
surroundings to provide an elongated 
core for environmental, access 
improvement and an invaluable 
backdrop to town centre regeneration 
and economic development

The local Connect2 project is 
supported by a partnership that 
includes the County Council, 
the Borough Council, the West 
Northamptonshire Development 
Corporation, British Waterways, 
English Partnerships, the 
Environment Agency, the CTC, 
the Ramblers Association, British 
Waterways and the county Wildlife 
Trust. 

The County Council are working 
in partnership with May Gurney 
WSP to deliver the project plan of 
the proposed Connect2 scheme, 
linking the south west and west of 
Northampton to its town centre and 
other facilities via the River Nene 
and canal corridor. 

The proposals will create cycle 
and pedestrian greenways and 
signifi cantly lift the quality of the 
local environment between the 
nationally renowned sustainable 
urban development at Upton, the 
other existing local communities and 
the town centre.

The initiative builds on the 
related themes of ‘strings, beads 
and settings’ that give a life and 
a heart to well connected green 
infrastructure. 

The strings are the movement 
corridors for people and wildlife 
linking destinations (beads), large 
and small, within the context of a 
diverse and interesting setting. 

The project aims to be a local 
embodiment of green infrastructure 
as promoted by the work of the River 
Nene Regional Park and its partners. 
It also provides a context for the 
future delivery of the built elements 
of the Waterside Masterplan’s vision, 
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putting connectivity, biodiversity 
and landscape character in place 
before as new developments and 
regeneration come forward.

The proposal includes 
The replacement of two ageing 
pedestrian bridges with those 
that can safely accommodate 
cyclists and walkers 
The construction of 4km of 
lit shared use 3m wide tarmac 
footway/cycletrack,
Local landscaping and wildlife 
improvements that fi t the river 
and canal corridor
Bespoke signing and seating 
areas 
Gateway features
Publicity and interpretative 
material
Well organised community 
involvement

The scheme is to be delivered 
incrementally over fi ve years and is 
guided by the stakeholder steering 
group. 

County Council cabinet member 
for transport and highways, and 
project champion Cllr Bob Seery 
said: “This is another good example 
of partnership working in which 
the county council has played an 
important part in achieving an 
excellent environmentally-based 
scheme for the benefi t of the people 
of Northamptonshire.

“It fully accords with the County 
Council’s strategy of encouraging in 
every possible way the use of other 
means of travel than by use of the 
motor car, not least by assisting in 
addressing the issue of congestion 
on our roads. I therefore believe that 
the implementation of the scheme 
for which we were successful in 
obtaining some Lottery funding will 
be welcomed by all concerned.”

Harj Dhaliwal, director of 
infrastructure delivery, at WNDC 
commented: “By injecting half a 
million pounds of Growth Funding 
into this project, WNDC has 

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

“The proposals will create cycle and 
pedestrian greenways and signifi cantly 

lift the quality of the local environment” 
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“New spaces and links will 
become hubs for local people 
to meet, learn, play or just 
lose themselves in thought”

helped bring extra connectivity 
to Northampton town centre and 
nearby residential areas. 

The paths will be wide and 
well lit to encourage a safe 
and sustainable way of travel. 
Improving wildlife conservation 
and the overall landscape are also 
important steps in rejuvenating 
Northampton’s waterside.”

Patrick Davis, the area manager 
for Sustrans in the East Midlands, 
added: “I’m delighted that 
Northamptonshire County Council 
and its partners have been able to 
start work on its exciting scheme 
so promptly. An excellent start to 
2009!”

The new waterside network will 
encourage more active lifestyles as 
well as providing new opportunities 
for environmental and heritage 
education about Northampton and 
the River Nene. New spaces and 
links will become hubs for local 
people to meet, learn, play or just 
lose themselves in thought.

Succession Planning
Do you own a business which relates to the landscape or the built environment? Or are you thinking 
about buying into one? When did you last look at your long-term plan and are you on track? Do you 
know what the business is worth to you, when and how to buy, or how to sell or pass it on?

Our half-day seminar is a unique opportunity to meet three experts who speak your language, 
understand your fi eld and can steer you through the process of preparing to buy or sell a business. 

For bookings and more information, contact Alex on 01737 779257,
alex@landscape.co.uk, or visit www.landscape.co.uk.

Location:  University College London WC1
Date:  Tuesday 31 March 2009
Time:  Registration and Coffee from 09:00 
Cost: £75 +VAT (£60 + VAT for subscribers to Green Places)

Landscape Design Trust is a company limited by guarantee in England and Wales no: 
1778163 and a registered charity no: 288510

20% discount for Subscribers of Green Places – just quote GPDISC

UK sustainable transport charity 
Sustrans is the organisation 
behind the National Cycle 
Network, Safe Routes to Schools, 
Bike It and TravelSmart. 
For more information visit 
www.sustrans.org.uk


